% Jurnal Kolaboratif Akademika
The Implementation of Quran-Based Character Education
to Prevent Bullying in Primary Schools

Hamdi Yusliani?
tUniversitas Muhammadiyah Aceh, Indonesia
1Email Korespondensi: hamdirazali83@gmail.com

Received: 27 Desember 2024 Accepted: 05 Januari 2025 Published: 10 Januari 2025

Abstract

Bullying in primary schools has become a significant issue affecting the emotional and
psychological well-being of children. This study explores the implementation of Quran-
based character education as a proactive approach to preventing bullying among
elementary school students. The research focuses on the integration of Quranic values,
such as compassion, respect, and empathy, into the school curriculum and daily
interactions among students. By employing qualitative methods, including interviews
with educators, observations in classrooms, and surveys of students' perceptions, this
study assesses the effectiveness of Quran-based character education in fostering a
positive school climate. The findings indicate that incorporating Quranic teachings not
only enhances students' moral values but also encourages a culture of kindness and
respect, effectively reducing incidents of bullying. Furthermore, teachers reported
improved student behavior and increased awareness of the impact of bullying on their
peers. The study highlights the importance of collaboration among educators, parents,
and the community in reinforcing these values both at school and at home. This
research contributes to the growing body of literature on character education by
demonstrating how spiritual and ethical teachings can play a crucial role in addressing
social issues like bullying. The implementation of Quran-based character education
serves as a promising strategy for creating a safer and more inclusive environment for
all students in primary schools.

Keywords: Quran-based education; character education; bullying prevention; primary
schools; moral values; empathy; compassion; positive school climate; student
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Abstrak

Kekerasan antar teman (bullying) di sekolah dasar telah menjadi isu signifikan yang
mempengaruhi kesejahteraan emosional dan psikologis anak-anak. Penelitian ini
mengeksplorasi penerapan pendidikan karakter berbasis Quran sebagai pendekatan
proaktif untuk mencegah bullying di kalangan siswa sekolah dasar. Fokus penelitian
ini adalah integrasi nilai-nilai Quran, seperti kasih sayang, penghormatan, dan
empati, ke dalam kurikulum sekolah dan interaksi sehari-hari di antara siswa. Dengan
menggunakan metode kualitatif, termasuk wawancara dengan pendidik, observasi di
dalam kelas, dan survei persepsi siswa, penelitian ini mengevaluasi efektivitas
pendidikan karakter berbasis Quran dalam menciptakan iklim sekolah yang positif..
Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa mengintegrasikan ajaran Quran tidak hanya
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meningkatkan nilai moral siswa tetapi juga mendorong budaya kebaikan dan
penghormatan, secara efektif mengurangi insiden bullying. Selain itu, para guru
melaporkan adanya perbaikan perilaku siswa dan meningkatnya kesadaran tentang
dampak bullying terhadap teman sebaya mereka. Penelitian ini menekankan
pentingnya kolaborasi antara pendidik, orang tua, dan masyarakat dalam memperkuat
nilai-nilai ini baik di sekolah maupun di rumah. Penelitian ini berkontribusi pada
literatur yang berkembang tentang pendidikan karakter dengan menunjukkan
bagaimana ajaran spiritual dan etika dapat memainkan peran penting dalam
mengatasi isu sosial seperti bullying. Penerapan pendidikan karakter berbasis Quran
menjadi strategi yang menjanjikan untuk menciptakan lingkungan yang lebih aman dan
inklusif bagi semua siswa di sekolah dasar.

Kata Kunci: Pendidikan berbasis Quran; pendidikan karakter; pencegahan bullying;
sekolah dasar; nilai moral; empati; kasih sayang; iklim sekolah positif; perilaku siswa;
strategi pendidikan.

A. Introduction

Bullying has emerged as a prevalent issue in primary schools, affecting the
psychological and emotional well-being of children. Research indicates that
bullying can lead to long-term consequences, including anxiety, depression, and
lower academic performance. As educational institutions seek effective strategies
to address this challenge, character education has gained recognition as a crucial
component in fostering a safe and supportive school environment (Bakhsh &
Alkhateeb, 2020).

In many cultures, religious teachings provide a foundational framework for
moral and ethical behavior. In this context, Quran-based character education offers
a unique approach to instilling values that promote respect, compassion, and
empathy among students. The Quran emphasizes the importance of kindness,
understanding, and the sanctity of human life, making it a valuable resource for
developing a culture of positive behavior in schools (Bush, 2019).

This study aims to explore the implementation of Quran-based character
education as a strategy for preventing bullying in primary schools. By integrating
Quranic principles into the educational curriculum and daily interactions among
students, schools can create an environment that discourages aggressive behavior
and encourages positive relationships. The research will examine how these values
can be effectively conveyed to students, as well as the role of teachers and parents
in reinforcing this education (Houghton & Moller, 2019).
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Through qualitative methods, including interviews, classroom
observations, and student surveys, this research will assess the effectiveness of
Quran-based character education in reducing bullying incidents and promoting a
positive school climate. Ultimately, this study seeks to contribute to the discourse
on character education and its role in addressing social issues, highlighting the
importance of integrating spiritual teachings into modern educational practices
(Kamal & Hussain, 2021).

The significance of this study is underscored by the growing concern
regarding the prevalence of bullying and its detrimental effects on children's
development. Schools are not merely institutions for academic learning; they are
also environments where social skills and moral values are cultivated. As such,
educators have a responsibility to provide students with the tools necessary to
navigate interpersonal relationships effectively and ethically (Mardhatillah &
Nurul, 2022).

Incorporating Quran-based character education into the school curriculum
is a proactive measure to instill a sense of responsibility and moral integrity in
students. The Quran provides comprehensive guidelines on ethical conduct,
emphasizing the importance of mutual respect and empathy towards others. By
exposing students to these teachings, educators can help foster an atmosphere of
kindness and acceptance, countering the negative behaviors associated with
bullying (Safar, 2021).

Moreover, collaboration between teachers, parents, and the community is
vital in reinforcing the principles taught through Quranic education. Parents play a
crucial role in modeling behavior and supporting the values imparted in schools.
Engaging the wider community in discussions about the importance of character
education can further strengthen efforts to combat bullying and create a unified
front in promoting positive behavior among children (Sari & Putra, 2023).

This research aims to fill a gap in the existing literature by examining the
practical applications of Quran-based character education in primary schools and
its effectiveness in reducing bullying. The findings will provide insights into how
integrating spiritual teachings into character education can shape students' moral
development and promote a more harmonious school environment (Thompson, R.,
& Camacho, A. (2018).

In summary, this study will explore the potential of Quran-based character
education as a valuable tool in preventing bullying in primary schools. By
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emphasizing the integration of ethical values derived from the Quran, educators can
contribute to nurturing responsible, compassionate, and respectful individuals who
are equipped to build positive relationships in their communities (Yusuf & Abd
Rahman, 2020).

B. Methods

This study employs a qualitative research design to explore the
implementation of Quran-based character education in primary schools and its
effectiveness in preventing bullying. The research was conducted in several
primary schools that have integrated Quranic values into their curriculum. The
methodology consists of three main components: interviews, classroom
observations, and surveys.
1. Participants

The participants in this study include teachers, students, and parents from
selected primary schools. A total of 10 teachers, 50 students (from grades 4 to 6),
and 20 parents were recruited to participate in the research. Participants were
selected based on their involvement in the character education program and their
willingness to share insights about the implementation and impact of Quran-based
education.

2. Data Collection

- Interviews: Semi-structured interviews were conducted with teachers and
parents to gather their perspectives on the integration of Quranic values into the
character education curriculum. The interviews aimed to identify perceived
benefits, challenges, and suggestions for improvement regarding the
implementation of Quran-based education in preventing bullying.

- Classroom Observations: Observations were carried out in classrooms
where Quran-based character education was being taught. The researcher noted the
teaching methods used, student engagement, and interactions among students
during lessons. This provided insight into how Quranic values were conveyed and
practiced in a school setting.

- Surveys: A survey was administered to students to assess their
understanding of Quranic values related to character education and their
experiences with bullying. The survey included multiple-choice and open-ended
questions designed to measure students' perceptions of bullying, the importance of
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empathy and respect, and the effectiveness of the character education program in
promoting positive behavior.

3. Data Analysis

Qualitative data from interviews and classroom observations were
transcribed and analyzed using thematic analysis. Key themes related to the
implementation of Quran-based character education, its impact on student
behavior, and the role of teachers and parents in reinforcing these values were
identified. Quantitative data from student surveys were analyzed using descriptive
statistics to provide an overview of students’ perceptions and experiences.

4. Ethical Considerations

Ethical approval was obtained from the relevant educational authorities,
and informed consent was acquired from all participants. Participants were assured
of their anonymity and the confidentiality of their responses. The research adhered
to ethical guidelines, ensuring that the well-being of all participants was prioritized
throughout the study.

5. Limitations

This study acknowledges several limitations that may impact the findings.
First, the sample size is relatively small and limited to specific schools that already
implement Quran-based character education. This may limit the generalizability of
the results to other educational contexts or regions. Additionally, the qualitative
nature of the research relies on subjective reports from participants, which may
introduce bias. Future research could benefit from a larger and more diverse
sample, as well as the inclusion of quantitative measures to complement qualitative
findings.

6. Validity and Reliability

To enhance the validity of the study, member checking was employed,
where participants were given the opportunity to review and comment on the
findings. This process ensured that the interpretations accurately reflected the
participants' perspectives. Furthermore, triangulation was utilized by comparing
data from interviews, observations, and surveys to validate the findings and provide
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a more comprehensive understanding of the impact of Quran-based character
education.

7. Timeline

The research was conducted over a period of six months. Data collection
began with classroom observations and interviews, followed by the administration
of student surveys. Data analysis was performed concurrently with data collection,
allowing for ongoing reflection and refinement of the research approach. The study
aimed to complete the data collection phase within three months, followed by three
months for data analysis and report writing.

8. Outcome Measures

The primary outcome measures for this study included the reduction in
reported bullying incidents, students' understanding of Quranic values, and changes
in student behavior as observed by teachers and peers. The effectiveness of the
Quran-based character education program was evaluated based on participants'
perceptions of its impact on creating a respectful and compassionate school
environment.

By employing this comprehensive methodology, the study seeks to provide
valuable insights into the role of Quran-based character education in addressing
bullying in primary schools, contributing to the development of effective
educational strategies that foster a positive and inclusive atmosphere for all
students.

Through this methodology, the study aims to provide comprehensive
insights into the effectiveness of Quran-based character education as a strategy for
preventing bullying in primary schools, highlighting the importance of integrating
spiritual and ethical teachings into educational practices.

C. Result and Discussions
1. Result

The findings of this study reveal significant insights into the
implementation of Quran-based character education and its effectiveness in
preventing bullying in primary schools. The results are organized into three main
themes: the impact of Quranic values on student behavior, the role of teachers and
parents, and the perceived effectiveness of the character education program.
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1. Impact of Quranic Values on Student Behavior

The data collected from interviews and classroom observations indicated a
noticeable shift in student behavior following the implementation of Quran-based
character education. Teachers reported that students demonstrated increased levels
of empathy and respect toward one another. For instance, students frequently
referenced Quranic teachings when discussing their interactions, indicating an
understanding of the importance of kindness and compassion. One teacher noted,
“Since we started integrating Quranic values into our lessons, I’ve seen a marked
decrease in conflicts between students. They seem to resolve their differences more
amicably.”

Additionally, the student surveys indicated that 85% of respondents felt
more inclined to help their peers and to stand up against bullying behavior. This
reflects the internalization of Quranic values, fostering a supportive environment

where students feel responsible for one another’s well-being.

2. Role of Teachers and Parents

The study highlights the crucial role that teachers and parents play in
reinforcing Quranic values and character education. Teachers reported that they
often collaborated with parents to extend the lessons learned in school to the home
environment. One parent shared, “We discuss the lessons from school at home, and
it’s rewarding to see my child applying these values in their interactions with
friends.”

Moreover, the survey results revealed that 78% of students felt their parents
supported their learning about Quranic values, contributing to a consistent message
regarding the importance of empathy and respect. This collaborative approach
strengthens the impact of character education, making it a shared responsibility
between schools and families.

3. Perceived Effectiveness of the Character Education Program

Overall, participants expressed a positive perception of the Quran-based
character education program. Both teachers and parents reported that the program
has effectively reduced bullying incidents and improved the overall school climate.
In the teacher interviews, many emphasized the program's role in building a culture
of acceptance and understanding. One teacher remarked, “It’s not just about

stopping bullying; it’s about creating a community where everyone feels valued.”
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The survey data further supported these findings, with 90% of students
acknowledging that they understood the harmful effects of bullying and felt
empowered to intervene when witnessing such behavior. This empowerment aligns
with Quranic teachings that emphasize the significance of supporting those in need
and advocating for justice.

In conclusion, the results of this study indicate that the implementation of
Quran-based character education in primary schools has a profound impact on
preventing bullying. By instilling values of empathy, respect, and compassion, the
program not only addresses the immediate issue of bullying but also contributes to
the holistic development of students as responsible and caring individuals. The
collaboration between teachers, parents, and the community is essential in
reinforcing these values, ensuring that students are equipped with the moral
foundation necessary to navigate their social interactions positively.

2. Discussions

The findings of this study highlight the crucial role of Quran-based
character education in addressing the issue of bullying in primary schools. The
integration of Quranic values into the educational curriculum has demonstrated
significant potential in fostering a positive school climate and promoting prosocial
behavior among students.

1. Integration of Quranic Values and Behavioral Change

The data revealed a clear correlation between the teaching of Quranic
values and the improvement in student behavior. As students internalize these
teachings, they begin to exhibit behaviors consistent with the principles of empathy,
respect, and compassion. This transformation aligns with previous research
suggesting that character education programs grounded in moral and ethical
teachings can effectively mitigate bullying behaviors (Bush, 2019; Houghton &
Moller, 2019). The emphasis on kindness and mutual respect in Quranic teachings
equips students with the moral framework necessary to navigate conflicts and
promote peaceful resolutions.

2. The Role of Educators in Character Development

Educators play a vital role in the successful implementation of character
education programs. The study found that teachers who actively incorporate
Quranic values into their teaching practices are more likely to influence positive

{8} doi: 10.26811/q43yy152



The Implementation of Quran-Based Character Education to Prevent Bullying in Primary
Schools

Hamdi Yuslianit

student interactions. This supports the notion that teacher attitudes and behaviors
significantly impact students’ moral development (Bakhsh & Alkhateeb, 2020).
Furthermore, teachers' collaborative efforts with parents in reinforcing these values
at home create a consistent message that strengthens the overall impact of character
education. Such collaboration fosters a community approach to education, where
both parents and teachers work together to cultivate a supportive environment for
students.

3. Empowerment and Student Agency

Another notable aspect of the findings is the empowerment experienced by
students as a result of the Quran-based character education program. Many students
reported feeling more confident in their ability to intervene in bullying situations,
illustrating a sense of agency and responsibility. This empowerment is crucial for
building resilience among students, enabling them to stand up against injustice and
support their peers. The findings resonate with existing literature that emphasizes
the importance of student involvement in character education, suggesting that when
students feel equipped to make positive choices, they are less likely to engage in or
tolerate bullying behaviors (Olweus, 1993; Safar, 2021).

4. Cultural Relevance and Acceptance

The cultural relevance of Quran-based education in the context of the
participating schools cannot be overlooked. By incorporating values that resonate
with the students' cultural and religious backgrounds, the character education
program gains acceptance and relevance, making it easier for students to relate to
and apply these teachings in their daily lives. This cultural alignment enhances the
effectiveness of the program and encourages students to embody the values taught.

5. Limitations and Future Research Directions

While the results of this study are promising, it is essential to acknowledge
the limitations of the research. The small sample size and specific context of the
study may restrict the generalizability of the findings. Future research should aim
to include a larger, more diverse sample and explore the long-term effects of Quran-
based character education on bullying prevention. Additionally, quantitative
studies could complement qualitative findings to provide a more comprehensive
understanding of the impact of character education programs.
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In summary, this study demonstrates that Quran-based character education is an
effective strategy for preventing bullying in primary schools. By instilling core
values that promote empathy, respect, and compassion, educators can create a
positive school climate where students feel safe and valued. The collaborative
efforts of teachers, parents, and the community are essential in reinforcing these
values, ultimately contributing to the holistic development of students as
compassionate individuals prepared to contribute positively to society.

D. Conclusions

The implementation of Quran-based character education in primary
schools presents a promising approach to preventing bullying and fostering a
supportive school environment. This study demonstrates that integrating Quranic
values such as empathy, respect, and compassion—into the educational curriculum
significantly impacts student behavior and promotes positive interactions among
peers.

The findings indicate that when students are exposed to moral teachings
derived from the Quran, they develop a stronger sense of responsibility and agency
in addressing bullying behavior. The role of educators in delivering these teachings
is paramount, as teachers who actively embody and reinforce these values
contribute to creating a culture of kindness and understanding within the classroom.
Furthermore, the collaboration between teachers and parents enhances the
reinforcement of these values outside of school, ensuring a consistent message that
strengthens the overall impact of the character education program.

Despite the encouraging results, this study acknowledges the need for
further research to explore the long-term effectiveness of Quran-based character
education and its applicability in diverse educational contexts. By expanding the
sample size and including quantitative measures, future research can provide a
more comprehensive understanding of the impact of character education on
bullying prevention.

In conclusion, Quran-based character education offers a valuable
framework for addressing bullying in primary schools. By nurturing moral
development and promoting a positive school climate, educators can equip students
with the essential values needed to navigate their social interactions responsibly
and compassionately. The integration of these teachings not only addresses
immediate behavioral issues but also contributes to the holistic development of
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students as empathetic and responsible individuals, ultimately fostering a safer and
more inclusive educational environment.
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